Porous prostheses: an electron microscopic study.
Proplast and Plastipore prostheses, removed at revision surgery, have been examined under the electron microscope. Foreign material in the multinucleated foreign body giant cells, previously reported under the light microscope, has been confirmed. The appearances were consistent with the conclusion that the giant cells were breaking down the prostheses by two different modes of action. X-ray elemental analysis is of limited value in this investigation because of the low atomic number of the elements involved. However, such analysis of this foreign material was consistent with the conclusion that it arose from the prosthesis.